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A  SACRED  WARCLUB  OF 
THE  OTO 

By  M.  R.  HARRINGTON 

TIHIS  archaic  warclub  from  the  Oto 
I  Indians  is  an  elaborate  example 
of  a  type  of  weapon  once  wide- 
spread among  the  tribes  bordering 
the  plains  area  to  the  east,  and  extending 
to  the  Atlantic  in  the  district  north  of  the 
Ohio  river.  It  is  usually  found  in  much 
simpler  form,  however,  especially  in  the 
case  of  c'ubs  made  in  comparatively  recent 
years,  when  the  old  native  arts  had  suffered 
degeneration. 

Carved  from  one  piece  of  hard,  fine- 
grained wood,  and  nicely  polished,  the 
club  consists  of  a  flat  handle,  22  in.  long, 
which,  making  a  sharp  curve  at  one  end, 
terminates  in  a  ball  with  an  iron  spike. 
Each  side  of  the  handle  bears  a  longitudinal 
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j  ridge,  and  the  lower  edge  a  decorative  pro- 
tuberance, from  which  it  gradually  widens 
toward  the  ball.  Stretched  on  the  upper 
edge  of  the  handle,  with  its  forefeet  touch- 
ing the  ball,  is  carved  the  effigy  of  an  otter, 
whose  eyes  are  represented  by  small  brass 
nails.  A  row  of  similar  nails  extends  along 
the  animal's  back,  and  the  sides  of  both 
handle  and  ball  are  ornamented  with  brass- 
headed  tacks  placed  in  groups.  The  grip 
of  the  handle  is  encircled  with  strips  of 
badly  faded  otter-fur,  and  a  hole  near  its 
apex  affords  passage  for  a  thong  for  sus- 
pension, or  for  the  attachment  of  feathers 
or  other  ornaments,  now  missing.  On  the 
end  of  the  handle  may  be  seen  thirteen 
notches,  some  a  little  deeper  and  wider  than 
others,  as  if  made  at  different  times,  but 
it  is  not  known  whether  these  constituted 
a  record  of  the  number  of  enemies  struck 
or  killed  with  the  weapon. 

This  particular  object  was  more  than  a 
mere  weapon,  for  it  was  regarded  by  its 
Indian  owner  as  a  sacred  charm  to  give  him 
success  in  battle.  Just  as  many  Indians 
had  "war-bundles"  made  in  accordance  with 
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instructions  received  in  dreams  and  visions 
which  contained  a  variety  of  charms  and 
medicines  intended  to  give  them  power  in 
war,  so  the  original  owner  made  this  club 
after  dreaming  that  a  spirit  otter  had  ap- 
peared to  him  and  instructed  him  how  to 
carve  it,  promising  him  magic  aid  in  time 
of  trouble  if  he  would  always  carry  it  on 
the  warpath. 

"That  club  is  my  war-bundle,"  said  old 
loway  Coonskin,  from  whom  it  was  pro- 
cured. "There  is  nothing  more  in  it — just 
the  club.  It  is  just  as  powerful  as  a  war- 
bundle  full  of  medicines." 
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